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YELL gives students chance to talk business
Entrepreneur program comes to Sea to Sky District in fall
Mike Chouinard / Squamish Chief
February 4, 2016 06:00 AM

The venture challenge competition brings entrepreneurship students together in the spring to pitch their best ideas. Photo:
Submitted

Come September, aspiring entrepreneurs in School District No. 48 will get the chance to learn from mentors as well
as compete in competition to pitch their best business plan as part of a new program called YELL.
YELL stands for Young Entrepreneur Leadership Launchpad and currently is available in three districts in the Lower
Mainland.
For the fall, the Sea to Sky District will be blending YELL with the Grade 12 entrepreneurship class.
Amit Sandhu, who co-founded the program, said it started in the West Vancouver school district in 2013, and even
then attracted 75 applicants for the 30 spots available. Currently, it also operates in Richmond and the Coquitlam TriCities area and will start in Squamish this fall.
In the least, the program aims to instill entrepreneurial approaches in students, which they can use in any endeavour,
although the hope is that some study business or become entrepreneurs, and beyond this, good community
members.
“It might open their eyes as an option,” Sandhu said. “It’s not about making money…. You need to become part of
the fabric of your community.”
Like the other YELL programs, it will be offered to 30 students at Howe Sound Secondary, although there are
opportunities for students from Whistler and Pemberton to take part by commuting or video conferencing.

Over the course of the year, they will go through three distinct phases for the program.
In the fall, they will be introduced to basic entrepreneurial principles, in addition to having access to entrepreneurs
from different backgrounds. This “business accelerator” part of the program will start with a panel discussion and
move into weekly sessions with visiting entrepreneurs.
“Each of the people will share their story,” Sandhu said. “There’s so many different ways to define success…. There’s
not one way.”
In the second phase, the students break into teams to work on a project with a mentor. It is referred to as the “idea
incubator” period.
Finally, the students will aim to compete at the annual “venture challenge” competition, held in the spring. In terms of
its potential, Sandhu hopes the venture challenge event will become the equivalent for aspiring entrepreneurs of
provincial sports tournaments for high school athletes.
Key to the program will be support from area business operators. Locally, Karen Elliott and Sean Lumb will be acting
as liaisons with the business community. They were also key in starting the process to bring YELL here after they
met with Sandhu and school district officials last summer to discuss the proposal.
“Sean and I just wanted to plant this seed,” said Elliott, who operates Elliott Consulting and Coaching and is also a
District Squamish councillor.
The program, she feels, is a good fit with the school district’s vision of collaborative, experiential and relevant world
experience. “I think this program ticks all those boxes,” she said, adding, “I’d like to see this program dispel the myth
that there’s only one kind of person who becomes an entrepreneur.”
Lumb, director of new ventures for the
e@UBC program, said Sandhu and his partners are naturals at providing leadership to young people considering
business.
“Amit and his cofounders are accomplished entrepreneurs and feel strongly about entrepreneurship,” he said.
Lumb also said the YELL program fits well with the same principles he and his colleagues teach young people at
UBC. These emphasize looking into the problems of potential customers instead of simply coming up with a
technological idea that gets pushed down to the marketplace. “We’re asking them to walk in the shoes of the people
they’re proposing to do business with,” he said. “It’s empowering them to make good decisions for themselves and
set their own course.”
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